One of the many goals we have for our classrooms this year is to encourage good lines of communication between home and school.  Communication is an excellent aid in your child’s education and a great way to show them that you are truly interested in what they are doing and learning.

CURRICULUM

The following is a brief overview of the subject areas that will be taught during second grade.

Language Arts (Reading, Writing and Spelling)

Second grade teachers implement a balanced literacy program in our classrooms and will be using a new reading series, Reading Street, published by Scott Foresman.  This program supports the Common Core standards, helps students develop foundational skills for reading more complex text, and is built around science and social studies concepts.  We as educators have made the commitment that all students in our classes will be given the skills and opportunity to become good readers and writers which will foster life long learners.  
Reading:  
Students will build their reading capacity in order to read complex texts for fluency and comprehension.  The lessons will include modeling, analysis and guided practice to prepare them for more demanding texts.  Weekly routines will provide opportunities to develop deep understanding and build higher-order thinking skill through a strategy called Close Reading.  This is done through a second reading of a text to help children draw further knowledge. We also work on reading fluency, which is the smoothness with which we read text.  Students will get a great deal of support from the teacher, classmates, and will work toward becoming independent readers.  Different genres of literature will be utilized throughout the school year.

Self Selected Reading time will give the student’s an opportunity to see themselves as readers and build fluency.  Each student will select a book and read independently for an extended time.  During this time, the teacher will have individual conferences with students.  Together, they will discuss the book, and the teacher will be able to evaluate the student’s growth in reading.  At the end of this time, the students will share what they read and whether they liked the book, much like the way adults share information with their friends about the books they’re reading.
Writing:  
Second grade teachers will be implementing a Writer’s Workshop model using the Units of Study for Teaching Writing written by Lucy Calkins.  This series invites students into author studies that help them craft powerful true stories, science investigations and lab reports, and finally, into some very grown-up writing about reading. They will also have an opportunity to practice handwriting, learn about the writing process, grammar, and the mechanics of good writing.  The children will be introduced to the Six Traits of Writing in order to teach the value of strong content, organization, and style. The three fundamental types of writing taught will be argument/opinion, informative/explanatory, and narrative writing. Conferences are held with students consistently about their writing.  The children will be amazed to see their own improvements throughout the school year!

Spelling:  Students will explore words, word families, spelling patterns, and phonics, and to see how they can use what they learn about words in their reading and writing.  Spelling lists accompany the weekly reading unit and have a phonic focus.   There is a word test on Fridays, which also includes the “Amazing Words” from the weekly reading story.  These words are provided for extra credit and a challenge to those students who need it.
Handwriting

Painted Sky does all instruction using the D’Nealian Handwriting Method.  Neatness and legibility will be emphasized at all times.  

Mathematics

Painted Sky has adopted McGraw-Hill My Math which is an innovative approach in elementary math. Developed as a write-in student edition, each child interacts with their text in multiple ways throughout the learning process.  Written specifically for the Common Core State Standards, McGraw-Hill My Math offers personalized vocabulary, student-created examples, online games, and downloadable apps that help students move from learning abstract concepts to direct application.

  Timed Tests will also be given to help students gain instant recognition of basic facts.  Second graders are expected to complete 100 addition and subtraction facts in 5 minutes with 95% accuracy.
Science and Social Studies

Units of study will be centered on science and social studies.  We will use these themes to introduce the Arizona State Academic Standards that must be taught as well as mastered during second grade.

Technology

Students will visit the computer lab once a week.  While in the lab they will receive instruction in basic computer skills.

Art, Music, and Physical Education

Art, Music and Physical Education will be taught weekly.  Specialists in the fields will teach the classes for the entire year.

STEM:  Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math
Many of the lessons will come from Engineering is Elementary which is a curricular program created from the Museum of Science, Boston.  This program integrates engineering with elementary science topics.  Connections with literacy, social studies, and mathematics can also be made.  All STEM activities include five steps of the engineering design process.  These are ask, imagine, plan, create, and improve.

BEHAVIOR AND RESPONSIBLITY

As we firmly believe that life-long success depends on self-discipline, we have developed Classroom Policies that will afford every student the opportunity to manage his or her own behavior.  Your child deserves the most positive educational climate possible for academic growth; therefore, these policies will be in effect at ALL times.

The following are programs used school wide.
Six Pillars of Character:  These pillars of character are from the Character Counts Program.  They are Caring, Fairness, Respect, Trustworthiness, Citizenship and Responsibility.  There is more information about the program in your child’s planner.

Cool Tools for the Classroom:  These three rules are used on a daily basis and are reinforced with various positive rewards.
            Be Responsible

· Stay on task
· Be here, ready for class

· Take care of materials

· Ask questions when confused

Be Respectful

· Take turns when speaking

· Listen to others

· Be kind in actions and words
Be Safe

· Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself
· Help and share with others

· Four on the floor
LISTENING TO YOUR CHILD READ

As you listen to your child read, keep this goal in mind.  You want your child to develop some strategies which will help him/her become a successful independent reader.

Here is one easy technique to use with your child.

When your child is stuck:

1. Tell him/her to skip the word by saying “blank” and read on to the end of the sentence.  In this way the child will get the general meaning of the sentence.

2. Ask your child to look at the first letter of the word which has been skipped.  It is not necessary to sound out the whole word in most cases.

3. Encourage your child to think of a word that would make sense and has the correct beginning sound.

Using these three steps when your child gets stuck will keep them focused on the meaning of what they are reading and help them learn three strategies for successful independent reading.

These are the same strategies which your child is using in class when reading and they come to an unknown word.

As you child reads to you, allow him/her the opportunity to self-correct using these strategies.  

If they make mistakes and do not self-correct, you can respond by saying, “Did that make sense?” or “Let me read it the way you did.  Did that make sense?”

Give lavish praise when your child is willing to attempt new words independently rather than asking you.

Remember, ALL reading experiences with your child should be fun.

Second Grade Homework and Guidelines

Every child will receive a planner and homework folder.  This is a vital part of our communication between school and home.  In using this, students will acquire both organizational and study skills. The planner must be signed by the parent and returned along with any completed assignments in the homework folder.  

Reading:  Read twenty minutes or more.  Please refer to the following web site as to why this is so critical.   http://www.tooter4kids.com/classroom/why_read_for_20_minutes_every_da.htm
Math “My Homework”:  These pages will be sent home Monday through Friday upon completion of each lesson.

Spelling:  Words will be sent home on Monday.  Please have your child write these in their planners and check for accuracy.  Spelling word tests will be given each Friday.
Quarterly Book Projects:  These will be assigned by your child’s home room teacher.  Please do not turn the project in prior to the due date.  Details can be found on each teacher’s web site.
Math Superstars:  This optional program is designed to enhance your child’s journey through mathematics.  All worksheets are available to 

Download on Mrs. Coldren’s web site under “Math Superstars”.

We thank you for your cooperation and assistance with our second grade homework program.  The program was designed to enhance the curriculum and not to provide busy work.
GENERAL INFORMATION
NOTES

Notes for after school plans or a special note to me will go into a special “Notes” basket in my classroom.  Please notify your child’s home room teacher by phone if any change of after school plans occurs during the day.

ABSENCES OR TARDIES

Please call the school office at 696-3800 if your child is going to be absent.  If your child is late, he/she must check in at the school office and obtain a late pass before coming to class.

BIRTHDAYS 

We realize that birthdays are important to second graders; however, we have so many different allergies to foods that we feel it is the best interest for all children that no treats are brought in. We will not be able to serve any treats of any kind. We will honor your child’s birthday by singing a song and offering a small gift. (If your child would like to share something with the class they may donate a special book for the classroom library.)

Please do not pass out party invitations at school unless everyone is the class is included.  This will avoid hurt feelings.

BOOK ORDERS
Book orders are optional; however, the books are offered at greatly reduced rates and each order earns bonus points which allows our classroom to acquire new books.  Order forms will be sent home from your child’s home room teacher.  Please make sure your child’s name is on the order form and make checks out to Scholastic.  Cash will not be accepted.  Orders can be placed on-line through your child’s teacher and is highly recommended.
Grading Policies

Work in second grade will either be graded “formally” with a percentage grade or it will be given a “general” grade using a stamp or other symbol.



“+”   =   Meets and/or exceeds quality work



“Check Mark”   =    Acceptable work



“ Check – “   =   Needs improvement

Report Card grades are determined through a combination of assessment procedures including classroom observations and mini-conferences, group participation, completing and turning in assignments, informal grades, and lastly, formal grades.

